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On Feb. 10, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari formally submitted legislation to modify the ejido
system to the national congress for debate during a special session this month. The bill proposes
oversight and controls of new foreign investment in agriculture under existing legislation which
applies to all foreign investment. Guidelines for joint ventures between ejido members and foreign
investors are included, such as 30-year renewable contracts for use of ejidal or communal land.
The new legislation defines three types of ejido land or area for human settlement, common use,
and individual plots. Land area under the first two categories would remain non- transferable.
Individual plots could be leased, sold, and used in joint ventures with domestic or foreign investors.
Next, the bill calls for the establishment of a National Agrarian Registry (Registro Agrario Nacional)
and of an Agrarian Legal Claims Office (Procuraduria Agraria). The two new organizations would
be responsible for enforcement and oversight of the new legislation. The legislation establishes an
absolute ceiling on individual ejido member landholdings. In addition, individual ejido members
are prohibited from owning more than 5% of his/her ejido land area. Ejido members will be
required to create councils responsible for acting as liaisons between local government officials and
respective ejidos. Members of ejidos are to have the right to form unions, rural associations, or other
types of civil organizations. These organizations will not be authorized to exercise decision-making
on land use without obtaining prior consent from title holders. (Source: La Jornada, 02/10/92)
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